
Label the following on 
the map: 
 
Persian Gulf 
Tigris River 
Euphrates River 
Sumer 
Akkad 
Eridu 
Lagash 
Ur 
Uruk 

The Sumerians invented a LOT of things.  Here are a few: 

 Writing.  __________________ (or wedge-shaped) writing was invented by the Sumerians. 

 Written stories.  The ____________ of Gilgamesh is the oldest written story. 

 Schools.  It was hard work learning to write cuneiform! 

 Laws. Sumer was the first place to have written laws, a court for judging, and even jails. 

 Time. The Sumerians invented a calendar based on the _____________.  They divided time into 

______ second minutes and _____ minute hours.  They decided that each day would be made of 

______ hours of rest and _______ hours of work. 

 The wheel.  No one had thought to use wheels before.  Sumerians used them first for making pots 

and later for making chariots. 

 The sailboat.  Archaeologists discovered a model of a sailboat in a Sumerian tomb. 

 Math.  The Sumerians invented the abacus, and they used their understanding of numbers and 

shapes in building their enormous ziggurats. 

 Irrigation.  Sumer was the first place in which farmers figured out a way to bring ___________ to 

their fields by digging canals. 

 

A ________________ was a “holy mountain” on which a temple was built.  Some people believe that 

these started as just a temple on a platform, making the temple higher than everything else to show its im-

portance.  As the mud-bricks of the temple crumbled, the building had to be leveled and re-built, gradually 

making the stepped, ziggurat shape we know.  Others believe that the Sumerians made their ziggurats big 

in order to impress other cities with how much money they had to spend on a temple.  Yet another reason 

for the ziggurat may be because Sumerians thought their gods lived in the mountains, so they built a moun-

tain in their city so their gods would visit them.  The ziggurat of Ur was 75 feet high! 
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